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Family Interview 

 

1

•Choose the oldest family member you can contact in person or by phone.

•Grandparents and Great-aunts or Great-Uncles are great if you can! Otherwise 
choose an aunt or uncle, even your parents.

2

•Contact them in advance to ask if they are willing to be interviewed, be polite but 
encouraging! Tell them you will let them review it when you are finished.

•Ask them to bring originals or copies of old family photos and other mementos. Use 
a copier or camera to make copies of originals for yourself.

3

•Prepare your questions in advance (10-20). Read over them and think of anything 
you need to add to personalize it.

•Choose a recording method and practice using it to make sure it works. See if the 
audio is okay from wherever you plan to set it.

4

•Be patient if your interviewee has trouble remembering stories, clarify spellings of 
names and places. Be sure to ask for precise dates and places.

•THANK the interviewee when you have finished. And offer to send them a copy of 
the tape. Ask for permission to send it to other family members.

5

•Reread your notes, watch/listen to the recording. Call to clarify any names, dates or 
spellings. Transcribe your recording to make it easier to find and share.

•Make copies of the recording and trasncription to send to all your relatives. They 
will enjoy it and this ensures a copy will be safe in case of a problem.
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Recording the Interview: 

 Use phone video/audio recording apps. 

 Use a handheld audio recorder. 

 Use a camcorder & tripod. 

 Some digital cameras will record short 

video/audio. 

 Many laptops have webcams and 

microphones to record. Check if you 

have software for recording, there is 

lots of free software online. (See if 

there’s a way to turn off the screen 

image while recording, no one wants to 

watch themselves being videotaped!  

 Google Voice can record incoming calls 

only if you press 4. Conversations may 

be limited to a few minutes at a time.  

 See if family or friends can lend a 

camcorder or recording device. 

 

 Check your battery and recording space before you start! And again periodically during the 

interview. Learn how to use all the functions of your recorder long before the interview and 

PRACTICE using it several times. 

 Learn how to transfer your test recordings to the computer before the interview. 

 You don’t need to be right behind the camera. Put it off to the side so it’s not distracting. 

 Find somewhere private and quiet for the interview with comfortable chairs and a table to write 

on. Make sure the lighting is good for the camera and adjust if needed. 

 If possible you can choose a personalized location, like grandpa’s favorite chair or your aunt’s 

kitchen. 

 Put a back-up copy on a disc or flashdrive right away so you don’t lose the recording. 

 

Tips for a Successful Interview: 

 If you can’t interview a relative in person or by phone send them some questions and ask them 

to write their answers back. Respond with follow up questions after reading their answers. 

 If someone is reluctant to be interviewed remind them that these stories will be fascinating to 

you and future generations, even if they don’t think their life was interesting. 

 Let them know they are in control, they don’t have to answer a question if they don’t want to. 

 Remember you are here to LISTEN! Sit back and let them do the talking! 

 Take notes and record everything, their answers might also hold clues that seem unimportant 

now but are vital to searching later. 

 Take about 1 hour. Pause in the middle and ask if they want to take a break. 

 If they bring mementos or photos, ask them to describe each one and what they know about the 

people, places and dates connected to it. Take photographs and make copies of everything. 

 Before or after the interview ask them to help you fill out a family tree with as much as they can 

remember. Compare it to what you had before and ask about any differences you see. 

 If you notice a mistake in something they said, don’t correct it. Just let them say whatever they 

have to say. 

 If things get off track just let them keep telling stories. That is where the gold is! 

 Go with the flow, no matter what happens your interview will be something to treasure! 
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Introduction: 

Begin your recording with an introduction like this: 

Hello this is [your name] here with [relative’s name] on [date]. We are at [place/house] in [city, state]. 

He/she has agreed to share some stories about his/her life with me for a Family History Club project at 

my school. Let’s begin… 

At the end of the interview say: Thank you for sharing your memories with me. 

Top 5 Interview Questions: 

1. What is your full name? When and where were you born? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What were your parents’ full names? What is your mother’s maiden name? When and where were 

they born? When and where did they die? Where are they buried? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What relatives do you remember from your childhood? (Names? Places?) 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. (SAVE THIS QUESTION FOR LAST) How do you want to be remembered? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

80 Other Interview Questions: 

Childhood: 

1. Did you like your name as a child? Do you like it now? 

2. Do you know who you are named after? Who did you name your children after? 

3. How many brothers and sisters did you/do you have? What are their names and birthdays? 

4. Did you get along with your siblings? 

5. What is your earliest memory? 

6. What did you and your family do for fun? 

7. What was the happiest time in your life? 

8. What kinds of chores did you do around the house? 

9. What kinds of things did you worry about? 

10. What did you want to be when you grew up? 

11. What was your school like? What did you learn? Did you have a lot of homework? What were 

your teachers like? 

12. What was your town like? 

13. What was your first job? How old were you? 

14. Do you have any family traditions you keep from your childhood? 

15. Were you or your family religious? What was your religious practice like? Where? 
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16. What did you do during summers as a child? 

17. How was your birthday celebrated as a child? What was your best birthday? 

18. Who were your childhood friends? 

19. What was your house like as a child? 

20. What are your favorite Christmas memories? 

21. What was the best present you ever received? 

22. Did you go to college? Where? When? What was it like? 

Adult Life: 

23. What was your career? Where did you work? What was it like? 

24. Were you in the military? When? Where? 

25. Did you move a lot during your life? Where have you lived? 

26. How did you meet your husband/wife? 

27. What was your wedding like?  

28. What qualities do you/did you admire about your spouse? 

29. How many children did you have? What are their full names and birthdays? 

30. What qualities do you admire most in each of your children? 

31. What values have you tried to pass on to them? 

32. Can you tell a story about each of your children when they were little? 

Parents: 

33. Do you know how your parents met? 

34. What were your parents’ jobs? 

35. What were your parents like? 

36. When did your parents die? Where? Where are they buried? 

37. Do you have any funny or interesting stories about your parents? 

38. What rules did your parents have growing up? What happened if you broke the rules? 

39. What qualities did you most admire in your parents? 

40. What life lessons did your parents pass on to you? 

Grandparents: 

41. What were your grandparents’ names? 

42. Do you know where or when they were born? 

43. Do you remember what they looked like or how they dressed? 

44. When did they die? Where are they buried? 

45. What do you remember about your grandparents? 

Life Experience: 

46. What events really changed the course of your life? 

47. What was the best advice you ever heard? Who gave it to you? When? 

48. What was one of the hardest things you have ever faced? 

49. Do you have any regrets about your life or things you’d like to do over? 

50. What is the best change you have seen in the world during your life? What is the worst? 

51. Who were your mentors? What did you learn from them? 
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52. What is your greatest accomplishment? 

53. What places have you traveled to? What was your favorite? 

54. What important historical events have you lived through? How have they impacted your life? 

55. What is your most cherished possession? 

56. What is your recipe for a happy and successful life? 

57. How has fashion changed during your life? 

58. Do you have any embarrassing stories from your life? 

59. What is your favorite…[food, color, flower, music, art, movie, book, team, etc.]? 

60. If you had three wishes, what would they be? 

61. What is a life lesson you would like to pass on to others? 

62. If money were no object, what would you buy? 

63. Do you speak any other languages? How did you learn it? 

Family History 

64. What do you know about ancestors before your grandparents? 

65. Do you know who was the first person in the family to come to the United States? From where? 

When? Why? 

66. What is the origin of your last name? 

67. What country is our family from? 

68. Do you know any family legends about our ancestors? 

69. Do you have any family heirlooms that were passed down to you? 

Relatives Who Immigrated: 

70. What made you decide to come to the United States? 

71. When did you come to the US? 

72. What was your first day here like? 

73. Did you know a lot of people nearby? 

74. What mementos or family heirlooms did you bring with you? 

75. Tell me about some of the American things you had a hard time adjusting to. 

76. Did you have to learn a new language? What was that like? 

77. Have you ever gone back to visit your country? 

78. What traditions have you carried on from your culture? 

79. How are things different in America? 

80. Do you have any funny stories about adjusting to life in the United States? 


